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An Open Letter to Prime Minister Stephen Harper 

 
June 8, 2009 

 

 

Stephen Harper  

Right Honourable Prime Minister  

House of Commons 

Ottawa, ON  K1A 0A6 

Fax: 613-941-6900 

 

Dear Prime Minister Harper: 

 

We, the undersigned, urge your government to abide by the Federal Court order of 

June 4 and immediately issue the travel documents to Mr. Abousfian Abdelrazik. Since he 

already has a paid plane ticket for June 12, we urge you to take all necessary steps to ensure he 

can safely board that flight leaving Khartoum and return to Montreal. 

 

Your government’s treatment of Mr. Abdelrazik, who has been stranded in Sudan for the last six 

years, is an affront to all Canadians who support the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms 

and International Law.  

 

Mr. Abdelrazik returned to the Sudan in 2003 to visit his ill mother. Once there, he was jailed on 

the recommendation of the Canadian Security Intelligence Service (CSIS) and subsequently 

beaten and tortured. Although he was eventually released and cleared of all suspicion by both 

the RCMP and CSIS, his repeated attempts to return home to Montreal have been blocked by 

your government – most recently on April 3. 

 

More than 200 Canadians contributed to a fund to help purchase a plane ticket for Mr. 

Abdelrazik to fly home on April 3, after your government promised to issue travel documents. 

But just hours before his flight was to leave Khartoum, your government reneged on that 

commitment.  

 

In the Federal Court ruling, Justice Zinn found your government had breached Mr. Abdelrazik’s 

Charter right to enter Canada. The court also found that CSIS was complicit in Abousfian's initial 

detention in Sudan in 2003. 

 

As Justice Zinn stated: “He [Mr. Abdelrazik] is as much a victim of international terrorism as the 

innocent persons whose lives have been taken by recent barbaric acts of terrorists.” 

 

We urge you to abide by the federal court order, respect the will of parliament and support the 

collective desire of Canadians across the country to bring Mr. Abdelrazik home safely to his 

family without any further delays. 
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Sincerely, 

 

Ingrid Alesich, ESL Teacher, Regina 

Devon Anderson, Administrator, Regina 

Alicia Baniulis, Secretary, Regina 

Peter Barnacle, Lawyer, Saskatoon 

Pearl Baumgartner, Lawyer, Regina 

Beth Bilson, Professor of Law, Saskatoon 

Hon. Allan E. Blakeney, College of Law, Saskatoon 

Nicholas Blenkinsop, Lawyer, Saskatoon 

Colin Boyd, Professor of Management, Saskatoon 

Karen Brander, Child Care Worker, Saskatoon 

Sarah M. Buhler, Sessional Lecturer, Saskatoon 

Barbara Campbell, Retired Teacher, Saskatoon 

Barbara Cape, Union President, Saskatoon 

Claire Card, Professor of Veterinary Medicine, Saskatoon 

Ruth Card, Social Worker, Regina 

Mavis Carleton, Seniors’ Activist, Saskatoon 

Pat Carlson, Concerned Citizen, Saskatoon 

Sinda Cathcart, Union President, Regina 

Shawna Colpitts, Union Representative, Saskatoon 

Colleen Covert, Lawyer, Regina 

Susan Cross, Concerned Citizen, Saskatoon 

Rita C. DeGagne, Self-Employed, Saskatoon 

Annette Desmarais, Professor of Justice Studies, Regina 

Frank and Rosanne Dietz, Concerned Citizens, Saskatoon 

Noreen Donald, Refugee Support Volunteer, Saskatoon 

Kim Draeger, Secretary, Saskatoon 

Tanya Dunn-Pierce, Health Promotion Manager, Saskatoon 

M.M. Durant, Retired Teacher, Saskatoon 

Susan Dusel, Communications Representative, Regina 

Elaine Ehman, Union Representative, Regina 

Elaine Findlay, Activist, Saskatoon 

Len Findlay, Professor of English, Saskatoon 

Dorothea and Ron Fisher, Concerned Citizens, Saskatoon 

Beryl Forgay, Senior Citizen of Canada, Regina 

Bernice Friesen, Writer, Saskatoon 

Alice Gilmer, Student, Saskatoon 

Peter Gilmer, Anti-Poverty Ministry, Regina 

Susan Gilmer, Professor of Histology, Saskatoon 

Janice Gingell, Lawyer, Saskatoon 

Dave Glaze, Author, Saskatoon 

Ines Gonzalez, Concerned Citizen, Regina 

Jacquie Griffiths, Educator, Saskatoon 
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Jim Handy, Professor of History, Saskatoon 

Audrey Hall, Nursing Instructor, Saskatoon 

Shirley Hauta, Research Technician, Saskatoon 

Tony Haynes, Retired, Saskatoon 

Rhonda Heisler, Union Representative, Prince Albert 

Judy Henley, Benefits Officer, Melville 

Emmaline Hill, Consultant, Regina 

Joyce Hobday, Instructor, Saskatoon 

Catherine A. Hodgson, Concerned Citizen, Saskatoon 

Ed Holgate, Lawyer, Saskatoon 

Jim Holtslander, Concerned Citizen, Saskatoon 

Deb Hopkins, Lawyer, Saskatoon 

Larry Hubich, Provincial Labour Leader, Regina 

Debbie Hubick, Health Care Provider, Weyburn 

Bob Ivanochko, Retired Librarian, Regina 

Liz Ivanochko, Psychologist, Regina 

Heather M. Jensen, Professor of Law, Saskatoon 

Phil Johnson, Consultant, Regina 

Glenis Joyce, Adult Educator, Saskatoon 

Aina Kagis, Union Representative, Regina 

Don Kossick, Community Organizer, Saskatoon 

Denise Kouri, Consultant, Saskatoon 

Larry Kowalchuk, Lawyer, Regina 

Jackie Lane, Lawyer, Regina 

Barbara Lund, Accountant, Saskatoon 

Vickey Lewis, Secretary, Saskatoon 

Rosalee Longmoore, Nurse, Regina 

Glen Luther, Professor of Law, Saskatoon 

Grace MacLennan, Development Officer, Saskatoon 

Larry Mader, Graphic Designer, Regina 

Tracy Marchant, Professor of Biology, Saskatoon 

M.J. Martin, Retired Psychologist, Saskatoon  

Malcolm Matheson, Union Representative, Regina 

Maureen McKenzie, Retired Nurse, Regina 

Ron McConnell, Order of Ministry, Saskatoon  

Ann McCrorie, Teacher, Regina 

Melanie Medlicott, Regional Director, Saskatoon 

Dave Mitchell, Journalist, Regina 

Edith Mountjoy, Activist, Regina 

Jim Mulvale, Professor of Justice Studies, Regina 

Heather Musgrove, Educator, Saskatoon 

Barb Mysko, Lawyer, Regina 

Marie Nahimana, Health Care Worker, Saskatoon 

Randy Nelson, Retired, Saskatoon 

Ken Norman, Professor of Law, Saskatoon 
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Vicky O’Dell, Health Care Provider, Weyburn 

Evelyn Peters, Professor of Human Geography, Saskatoon 

Margareth Peterson, Retired Faculty, Saskatoon 

Suzanne Posyniak, Union Representative, Regina 

Clare Vincent Powell, Retired Communications Rep, Regina 

Tim Quigley, Professor of Law, Saskatoon  

Bill Robb, Educator, Saskatoon 

Faith E. Rohrbough, Retired Seminary President, Saskatoon 

Dawn Rolke, Minister of Religion, Regina 

Rene Roy, Human Resources Specialist, Saskatoon 

Eleanor Selin, Retired, Volunteer, Saskatoon 

Norma Sim, Lawyer, Saskatoon 

Merv Simonot, Water Treatment Specialist, Saskatoon 

Sue Smart, Concerned Citizen, Regina 

Adele Smillie, Retired Teacher, Saskatoon 

Beth Smillie, Communications Rep, Saskatoon 

Christine Smillie, Executive Director, Saskatoon 

Mary Smillie, Nurse, Bladworth 

Ruth Smillie, Theatre Director, Regina 

Carla Smith, Retired Secretary, Saskatoon 

Cheryl Stadnichuk, Researcher, Regina 

Florence Stratton, Professor Emerita, Regina 

Kathleen Storrie, Professor Emerita, Saskatoon  

Tanis Talbot, Lawyer, Saskatoon 

Georgina Taylor, Historian, Saskatoon 

Gordon Taylor, Retired Teacher/ Principal, Saskatoon 

Reta Taylor, Retired Registered Nurse, Saskatoon 

Denise Thiessen, Vice-President, Saskatoon 

Randy Thiesson, Letter Carrier, Saskatoon 

Ron Thomas, Retired Postal Worker, Regina 

Laurence Thompson, Consultant, Saskatoon 

Phyllis Umpherville, Concerned Citizen, Saskatoon 

Bernadette L. Wagner, Poet, Regina 

Lorraine Weidner, Teacher, Regina 

Nettie Wiebe, Professor of Ethics, Saskatoon 

Shelley Woloshyn, Sales Representative, Saskatoon 
 

C. Hon. Lawrence Cannon, Minister of Foreign Affairs 

David Anderson, MP, Cypress Hills – Grasslands, Saskatchewan 

 Kelly Block, MP, Saskatoon – Rosetown – Biggar, Saskatchewan 

 Ray Boughen, MP, Palliser, Saskatchewan 

 Garry Breitkreuz, MP, Yorkton – Melville, Saskatchewan 

 Rob Clarke, MP, Desnethé--Missinippi—Churchill, Saskatchewan 

 Ralph Goodale, MP, Assiniboia, Saskatchewan 

 Randy Hoback, MP, Prince Albert, Saskatchewan 

 Ed Komarnicki, MP, Souris--Moose Mountain, Saskatchewan 
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 Tom Lukiwski, MP, Regina--Lumsden--Lake Centre, Saskatchewan 

 Gerry Ritz, MP, Battlefords--Lloydminster, Saskatchewan 

 Andrew Scheer, MP, Regina--Qu'Appelle, Saskatchewan 

 Bradley Trost, MP, Saskatoon--Humboldt, Saskatchewan 

 Maurice Vellacott, MP, Wanuskewin, Saskatchewan 

 Lynne Yelich, MP, Blackstrap, Saskatchewan 


